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Increasing COVID-19 Numbers in Michigan and How Getting Vaccinated Can Help 

NORWALK, Ohio – Huron County Public Health (HCPH) would like to caution residents regarding the 
recent rise of COVID-19 cases in the state of Michigan and what that increase could potentially mean 
for Northwest Ohio, as well as remind Huron County residents what they can do to protect themselves 
and others against COVID-19. 

Michigan Cases on the Rise 
Michigan has recently been highlighted in the 
news as a hotspot for COVID-19 activity. On 
Friday, April 9th, MLIVE reported that 
Michigan’s average number of new confirmed 
cases was 6,763 per day, and is rising quickly 
towards the highest daily case count that 
Michigan has reported since the peak that 
occurred in November 2020 (7,270 cases). 

  Image Source: https://www.mlive.com/coronavirus/data/ 

This rise in COVID-19 activity in Michigan is concerning for the state of Ohio, particularly Northwest 
Ohio, due to the amount of travel and commerce across the Michigan state line into the Toledo-Lucas 
County area. The effect of this daily interstate movement of people is reflected in the recent rise of 
cases in Lucas County, who now has the second highest incidence rate of COVID-19 in the State as of 
4/8/2021. This recent uptick in Lucas County has the potential to impact the rest of Northwest Ohio, 
including Huron County, due to the same travel of residents between counties in Northwest Ohio. This 
can be seen visually in the heat map of positive daily case counts for several Northwest Ohio counties on 
the following page. 
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Image Source: https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/us/coronavirus-us-cases.html 
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COVID-19 Variants & Vaccination 
One potential reason being discussed behind the surge in COVID-19 activity in Michigan is COVID-19 
variants. There are currently five known COVID-19 Variants of Concern (VOCs) in the United States. All 
five of the VOCs have been identified in Michigan, with notably high cases of the B.1.1.7 (UK) Variant 
being reported. 
 
These VOCs seem to spread more easily and quickly than other variants, which may lead to more cases 
of COVID-19. According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), “studies suggest that 
antibodies generated through vaccination with currently authorized vaccines recognize these variants.” 
Although the vaccine will not prevent the currently circulating virus or variants from entering your 
immune system, it will drastically lower your chances of serious illness or hospitalization due to COVID-
19.  

With the threat of increasing cases in Northwest Ohio, HCPH and Fisher Titus Medical Center would like 
to encourage individuals who have been considering the COVID-19 vaccination to act now. We believe it 
is important to remind residents that the sooner you receive your vaccination, the sooner you will be 
able to achieve earlier protection. It typically takes two weeks after you are fully vaccinated for the body 
to build immunity against COVID-19. 
 
Pfizer vaccination appointments are still available this week at Fisher Titus Medical Center’s COVID-19 
vaccination clinic this Saturday, April 17th for individuals aged 16+. Information about the clinic is below. 

 

Fisher-Titus COVID-19 Mass Vaccination Clinic 

Date: Saturday, April 17, 2021 Time: 7:00am – 4:00pm 

Location: Norwalk High School 

                 350 Shady Ln Drive 

                 Norwalk, OH 44857 

How to Schedule an Appointment: Visit www.fishertitus.org/coronavirus; individuals aged 16 or 17 

must call Centralized Scheduling at 419-660-2646 for assistance. Registration closes 4/15/21 at 4pm. 

Facial Coverings and Social Distancing  

HCPH would also like to clear up some confusion surrounding the State of Ohio’s Orders and remind 
residents that Ohio’s Director’s Order for Social Distancing, Facial Coverings and Non-Congregating 
remains in effect. This Order includes the following mandates: 

• Facial Coverings (masks) are required in any indoor location that is not a residence, outdoors 
when social distancing of six feet or more is not possible, and while utilizing public 
transportation (with some exceptions); and 

• Social distancing should be maintained; groups should be held to no more than ten people and 
should be separated from other groups by at least six feet. 

These everyday preventative measures, along with proper hand hygiene and vaccinations, are all 
important ways to slow the spread of COVID-19. Read the full order here: 
https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/static/publicorders/amended-directors-order-for-social-distancing-21.pdf.  
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