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First Presumptive Positive Case of Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) in Huron County  

NORWALK, Ohio— Huron County Public Health (HCPH), along with Huron County hospitals and 
public officials partners are reporting the first Huron County “presumptive positive” test result for 
novel coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19).* This individual is a male in his late 70’s. This individual 
is currently hospitalized. This case had not traveled outside of Ohio and had no known exposure to 
his virus.  

HCPH Health Commissioner, Tim Hollinger, wants to emphasize, “We will not be releasing any 
additional personal information relating to this case. As we continue to monitor cases of COVID-19 
in the community, information will be shared as is necessary to protect the public while also 
considering the rights of any ill individual to privacy.” The Health Commissioner also wants to 
emphasize the importance of the everyday preventative measures that will continue to help reduce 
the spread in our community such as: 

• Adhere to governmental restrictions for mass gatherings and shutdowns of public places 
in order to reduce potential exposures to COVID-19. 

• Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. Use an alcohol-
based hand sanitizer only if soap and water are not available. 

• Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth. 
• Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue or your sleeve (not your hands) when coughing 

or sneezing. 
• Avoid contact with sick people. 
• Clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces – doorknobs, light switches, 

keyboards etc... 
• And most importantly, stay home when you are sick. 

“We understand this is a crisis for our community and the country, however, HCPH staff is following 
the guidelines they always do with any infectious disease. They are regularly communicating with 



*A “presumptive positive” case, refers to individuals with at least one respiratory specimen that tested positive for the virus 
that causes COVID-19 at a state or local laboratory. 

the Ohio Department of Health (ODH) as well as our other public health partners in the county to 
work as efficiently as possible to handle each case and their close contacts. HCPH will work to 
identify and notify any close contacts who may have been exposed to positive COVID-19 cases,” said 
Hollinger. 

As seen in other areas of the United States experiencing community spread, additional cases are 
expected to arise in Huron County. It is a matter of time before COVID-19 will be in all communities 
across Ohio but as Huron County residents continue to follow the recommendations and orders of 
Governor Mike DeWine and Director of the Ohio Department of Health, Dr. Amy Acton, which 
includes banning mass gatherings and limiting unnecessary public exposures, we can limit the 
community’s exposure to this disease and can make a tremendous impact on reducing the number 
of those infected and potential unnecessary deaths.  

HCPH does not provide sick care, treatment, or testing for COVID-19. If you are sick, contact your 
primary care provider by phone to discuss your symptoms. Do not walk into any medical facility for 
treatment without calling first to give the healthcare facility proper time to prepare for your arrival.  

 
For questions from the general public related to COVID-19 call the Ohio Department of Health Call 
Center - (1-833-427-5634), open 9:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. - open 7 days a week. Again the precautions 
we are asking you to take revolve around accountability, self-appraisal, and responsible actions for 
your own health. We will continue to share information as it becomes available on 
www.huroncohealth.com/coronavirus2019.  
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