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HCPH Investigating Three COVID-19 Outbreaks 

NORWALK, Ohio— Huron County Public Health (HCPH) is closely monitoring three outbreaks of 
Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) within Huron County. The outbreaks are located at Buurma 
Farms Inc., Holthouse Farms of Ohio, Inc., and Wiers Farm, each of which are located in Willard, 
Ohio.  HCPH Epidemiologists are in contact with management of the three facilities to investigate the 
outbreaks and are providing appropriate infection prevention and other mitigation guidance. 

As of today, June 23, 2020 at 10:00 AM, Huron County Public Health is reporting 122 confirmed 
COVID-19 cases within Huron County. Of the total number of confirmed positive cases, 36 cases are 
understood to be connected to the outbreaks. HCPH is actively working with the facilities to identify 
and notify all close contacts who may have been exposed to any positive COVID-19 cases and will 
provide further guidance to those individuals as appropriate. Other individuals who may work in 
these facilities but have not been notified of a close contact of a COVID-19 positive individual should 
self-monitor for symptoms. Any individuals experiencing symptoms of COVID-19 should contact 
their primary care physician. All sick individuals are required to stay home and follow the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention’s guidance for returning to work following isolation or quarantine.  

It is important to note that cases of COVID-19 associated with outbreaks will become more common 
as we move through the summer and into fall. The present outbreaks are not indicative of poor 
safety procedures followed by the facilities. All facilities involved have been in frequent contact with 
Huron County Public Health in regards to testing and prevention.  

“HCPH has been closely monitoring COVID-19 since January”, said Timothy Hollinger, HCPH Health 
Commissioner. “As Huron County’s public health agency, we are always aware of the possibility of 
emerging infections and outbreak situations and are preparing for them through detailed training 
and drills. HCPH is closely working with public health partners on a local, state, and national level to 
continue to provide up to date COVID-19 information and guidance and as it becomes available.” 



It is important to note that that HCPH continues to receive new confirmed positive COVID-19 cases 
that are not associated with the outbreaks and instead are occurring through community spread as 
well as increased testing availability within the state. Residents should continue to follow the 
preventative measures below to help reduce the spread of COVID-19 and help support our 
community: 

• Stay home when sick. 
• Avoid contact with sick people. 
• Adhere to governmental restrictions for mass gatherings and shutdowns of public places in 

order to reduce potential exposures to COVID-19. 
• Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. Use an alcohol-based 

hand sanitizer only if soap and water are not available. 
• Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth. 
• Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue or your sleeve when coughing or sneezing. 
• Clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces – doorknobs, light switches, 

keyboards, etc. 

Remember anxiety, fear, and stress can lead to stigma or poor treatment toward others. As we face 
the COVID-19 pandemic, be wary of misdirecting fear at neighbors instead of at the disease itself. If 
you have questions or concerns related to COVID-19, please contact HCPH at 419-668-1652 or visit 
www.huroncohealth.com/coronavirus2019 .  
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